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LIFE BETWEEN SUNDAYS:. THE LIGHT OF JESUS CHRIST
IN THE WAKE OF GENERAL CONFERENCE

As some of you know, the 2019 Special General Conference of the United Methodist
Church convened its work on February 26. The conference met to address matters
regarding human sexuality. Three main plans were proposed to seek ways to move
forward in unity as a denomination. The plan the Council of Bishops chose, “The One
Church Plan,” did not pass. This plan would have allowed United Methodist clergy to
perform same-gender weddings and allow annual conferences to ordain LGBTQIA
pastors. The plan that prevailed was the Traditionalist Plan. This plan maintains the
global United Methodist teaching on human sexuality that declares “homosexuality is
incompatible with Christian teaching.”

As we process the outcome of GC2019, know that Lovely Lane United Methodist
Church is first, and foremost, the church of Jesus Christ, a church that loves and
welcomes ALL people. I want to refer you to the statement on the back of the weekly
worship bulletin. (See Lovely Lane UMC Vision on page 2, also found on the church
website at https://www.lovelylane.org/our-mission-and-vision/.) The statement speaks of
love and light, Christ’s love and Christ’s light, which is in us and shines out to those
around us. It is this light and love that must sustain and motivate us in ministry,
especially in the wake of GC2019.

In the words of a delegate at GC2019, “The church is not the General Conference.”
The church is YOU, the followers of Jesus Christ at Lovely Lane UMC. Regardless
of the direction of the larger United Methodist Church, Lovely Lane UMC is a place
where all people may find the love of Christ, seek refuge in the storm, and connect
with the power of the Holy Spirit. When youth have tough conversations about their
faith and daily life, love and light permeate the space. As disciples of all ages come
together on Wednesdays for supper and faith formation, Christ shows up in one
another. When people from the community come through the doors of the church for
Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON), Children’s Weekday Ministries, Boy Scouts, and
other events, this church is the light of Christ, shining in the darkness. As followers
of Jesus gather for worship, Christ’s light shines as worshipers find common ground
in the presence of the Holy Spirit.

We will continue to plan for the future ministries of making disciples and, in doing so,
will grow in our faithfulness as Christ’s church. After all, “Our vision is to reflect
God’s glory in our congregation, in our world, and in our hearts. Forgiven by Christ,
we forgive. Accepted by God, we accept. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we equip,
enable and inspire God’s household to servant leadership.” We shine Christ’s light
because, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the
light.” (John 1:5, CEB) I hope you will all continue to walk with me as we share
Christ’s love and shine the light of Christ that will never be extinguished. Pastor Jenny




calendar of Bvents — March 2019
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Lovely Lane UMC Vision - “In our World: The people of Lovely Lane UMC humbly strive to be light, love and
leaven to the world. We stand with those who are devalued in our society because of their color, gender, marital
status, creed, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental ability, immigration status or economic condition. We
serve those in our neighborhood and our community who are in need of food, housing, education, or health care.
We heal the world through collaboration with the national and international missions of the United Methodist
Church, because where our hands cannot be, our hearts can. We respect and defend God’s creation and act as
stewards of the world’s natural resources. We invest our personal resources generously and give of our time,
talents and money to become the ‘hands and feet of Jesus.’



WORSHIP IN MARCH

March 3rd: Commitment Sunday & Holy Communion, 3 services | : :
@ 8, 9:15 & 10:30 AM / Pastor Scott / Scripture: 2 Cor. 4:5-12; : Fc-zczr-zg the Cross with Courage
Sermon: “Jars of Clay” ; Beginning Weds., March 13th, the

March 6th: Ash Wednesday—6 PM Pancake Supper; 7 PM Youth- ifeofrlré rcr}[uglrllt%/hles tﬁlgrgz(i)}ot}fgrcrz)zigde
led Worship / Pastor Jenny / Scripture: Luke 4:1-14 / Sermon: 1 g

“Tempted Like Christ’ ; of Jesus Christ in the face of betrayal i

; and death. The 12:10 pm services

March 10th: 1st Sunday in Lent—3 services @ 8, 9:15 & 10:30 / ; will be followed by a light lunch. A i

; freewill offering ($5 suggested) will
i be used to cover the meal cost. The 1

Pastor Scott / Scripture: Exodus 3:1-14 / Sermon: “| AM”, Knowing
God, Part 1

March 17th: 2nd Sunday in Lent—3 services & 8, 9:15 & 10:30 / ; schedule is as follows:
Pastor Jenny / Scripture: John 6:27-59 / Sermon: “I Am the Bread of i March 13th @ St. Mark’s UMC

Life", Knowing God, Part 2_ , ! March 20th @ Sharon UMC
March 24th: 3rd Sunday in Lent—3 services @ 8, 9:15 & 10:30/ ' March 27th @ Salem UMC

Pastor Scott / Scripture: John 7:2, 14; 8:12 / Sermon: “Light of the 1 .
World”, Knowing God, Part 3 - April 3rd @ Asbury UMC

1 . ..
March 31st: 4th Sunday in Lent—3 services @ 8, 9:15 & 10:30 / '[Aji/rllé 10th @ Trinity-St. James
Pastor Scott / Scripture: John 10:1-10 / Sermon: “The Good ! )
Shepherd”, Knowing God, Part 4 i April 17th @ Lovely Lane UMC

FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS

“Let us occupy ourselves entirely in knowing God.” — Brother Lawrence

Lent is a period of forty days and forty nights that leads to Easter. The forty days represent the time Jesus spent in
the wilderness facing temptation. The season begins with Ash Wednesday. During this period, we are to focus on
our mortality, our sinfulness, and our need for a resurrected Savior. At times, this involves giving something up like
sweets, second helpings, or social media. Other times, it involves taking on something new like devotions, study,
fasting, or service. The aim is to do whatever it takes to bring you closer to Christ.

A general way | approach Lent is to simply focus on “time”; I need to spend more time with Christ. This can mean
giving something up or taking on something new. One of the best ways to spend time with Christ is to simply read
the Bible. The stories and teachings of Jesus found in the Bible did not originate as documents on which theological
positions and creeds were formed. The stories and teachings emerged as reports from real life. People who
encountered Jesus shared these stories. Within time, the Gospel writers gathered these accounts and put them
into written form.

Eventually, the Gospels were read aloud in worship services and were always intended to evoke responses and
emotions. Though centuries have passed since the Gospels were written, the stories still evoke responses and
emotions . . . and change lives.

During this Lenten season, we are sharing some of the stories and teachings of Jesus found in the Gospel of John.
In particular, we're focusing on the “I Am” statements of Jesus. Jenny and | will have a preaching series entitled
“Knowing God.” The series connects with the book we'll use in some of our study groups: The God We Can Know
by Rob Fuquay.

Our hope is that we will become better acquainted with these “l Am” statements and make these sayings an
essential part of our Christian way of life. Christianity is more than a religion. It is a living relationship with Jesus that
desires care and devotion, strengthened with obedience and reverence. The “| Am” statements encourage us to
move into that deeper walk with the Lord.

I look forward to being on this Lenten journey with each of you. We have so much to learn from the Holy Scriptures.
We have so much to learn from God and others! 4 Thousand Blessings to each of You! Pastor Scott

1 2019 Lenten Luncheon Series !



Capital Campaign Commitment Sunday ~ Blessed
tobeaB!pqqlnd

- March 3rd Refiecting Goi'sLight
Please join us on Sunday, March 3rd, as we pledge our gifts to the capital campaign during all three
worship services. We will give thanks for all that we have, and pray that God will use our gifts to sup-
port and improve our ministries, missions, worship and fellowship, as we work to renew our building,
which is used so heavily each day.
If you’re unable to attend on March 3rd, you may mail or bring your pledge cards to the church at any
time. Our goal is 100% participation. Remember that giving does not require equal gifts, but equal
sacrifice. We can't all give the same amount, but we can all give joyfully and as we’re able from what
God has entrusted to us.
Blessed to be a Blessing: Reflecting God’s Light is an effort to make the current Lovely Lane United
Methodist Church building ready for the next 50 years of mission and ministry, where we seek to be a
“city on a hill, a lamp on a stand.” (Matthew 6:14-15)
— A fundraising goal of $2.85 million provides mechanical and building system updates, improved ac-
cessibility, function, and efficiency, plus updated technology, furniture, and finishes
— Financial pledges of support can be spread out over 5 years
— Members and friends will provide feedback to the architects regarding room arrangements, equip-
ment and finishes for the new and refreshed spaces
— If fundraising and planning are successful, work could begin by late 2019

Thank you for your generosity, love and commitment to Lovely Lane! capital canipaign Fundraising &
pesign Teams [Learn more about the project, view images, & submit questions at www.lIblessing.org!]

i 2019 LENTEN OFFERING RECIPIENTS

: Matthew 25 is a local non-profit that exists to strengthen core neighborhoods on Cedar Rapids” west side.

i M25 partners with the west side to work in 3 program areas: Neighborhood Building, Youth Development,
iand Cultivating Hope. Our 6™-8™ grade youth group will be involved in a mission trip this summer helping
:M25 during Transform Week, June 24-28.

i Restoring Vision provides reading to people in underdeveloped and impoverished countries. Vision is one of
' our most important senses. It impacts one’s ability to interact with the environment and other people. By

: providing a simple pair of reading glasses, we can immediately and positively impact a person’s life, the well-

i being of one’s family and community.

' Heifer International is a non-profit, humanitarian organization dedicated to ending hunger and poverty as

; well as caring for the earth. Heifer provides livestock, trees and seeds plus trains the beneficiaries by teaching
i them skills to further lift themselves out of poverty.

' Trinity Lane Preschool is mid-way thru its 1st year of operation in the new St. Ludmila location. There are

; still many needs to be addressed in the new space, including tuition scholarship assistance for lower income

i families.

FRIENDLY FELLOWSHIP

Friendly Fellowship will have a potluck on March 15th at 12 noon. Jayne Woodson’s daughter, Lia Nelson,
will present our program; Jayne and Nancy Miller will be co-hostesses. Lia and her brother Scott climbed to
the first base camp on Mt. Everest in Nepal, and she always has a wonderful presentation!

Friendly Fellowship is sponsoring a trip to the Cinnamon Ridge Farm in Donahue, IA, on May 16th. The bus
trip will include a Robotic Dairy Barn tour, lunch, and a visit to the farm store; we’ll have a surprise stop on
the way home. Cost is dependent on how many people go, $64-72. Sign up on the STUB at church or call
Nancy Miller at 393-6340 to make a reservation (needed by April 15th).



ARAAAARAAARAAARAAARAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAARAAARANARAAAARAAAR AR AAAARAAARANARAAAANANARANAANANANANS,

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: ACTIVITIES & EVENTS FOR MARCH 2019

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Friday, March 1, 2019
9 AM Coffee & Rolls (freewill offerlng) & 9:30 AM Worship
@ Buffalo UMC, 1000 30" St. NE, CR
< This year’s program, written by the women of Slovenia, is “Come—Everything is Ready.” It asks how
< can we widen our circle and expand our communities? Who isn’t at the table yet? Who have we
3 excluded from our fellowship?

3 Childcare is available—please call 319-389-3187 to reserve space.

IOWA CONFERENCE UMW’S INTERNATIONAL RINGING BELLS
FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS - Tuesday, March 8"

LOVELY LANE’S UMW MISSION POTLUCK DINNER

¢ Lovely Lane's UMW is sponsoring a Mission Potluck Dinner on Thurs., March 14th, at 6 PM in the

s Fellowship Hall. Our theme is 750 Years in Mission: United Methodist Women Putting Faith,
3 Hope and Love into Action. Program presenters will be Barb Oakland and Betty Kiboko, and we will
S have a special celebration cake for dessert. You're asked to bring a hot dish or salad to share and
g your own table service; beverages will be provided.

S Mark your calendars and plan to attend this interesting program about the amazing women whose

\ mission work has benefitted women, children and youth for 150 years.

UMW TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
We meet Tuesdays from 9:30-11:15 AM in Fireside. We’ll begin a study of the Acts of the Apostles on
March 5. We invite you to join with us for study and fellowship! We lug our mugs and fill them at
home; so, bring your favorite beverage along. Call Cheryl Murphy (377-6205) with any questions.

UMW 2019 PROGRAM BOOKS
Look for the 2019 booklets with the lovely Aqua-blue covers in the rack on the wall in the narthex. We
invite all Lovely Lane women to pick up a copy. These booklets list our programs and events, 2019
budget, and some information related to UMW.

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT UMW
SPIRITUAL GROWTH DAY & 150™ BIRTHDAY PARTY
Saturday, March 23 (9 AM-2:30 PM)
@ St. Paul’s UMC, Wesley Center, 1340 3™ Ave. SE, CR
2 Lynn Calvert, Conference UMW PreS|dent, will lead the study “Embracing Wholeness: An Earth
3 Perspective For Covenantal Living.” The study starts with the Biblical foundations for our relationship
3 with creation and our Christian responsibilities to those around us. It also addresses current issues
s including climate change, social responsibility, and justice concerns.
3 ¢ Registration and fellowship time is at 9 followed by the 9:30 program. Each unit attending is asked to
2 bring salads to share for lunch (1 salad per carload). Desserts and beverages will be provided. Pre-
3 registration with the # attending from our unit is due by March 19th.
QAP PP PP LS PS PP LLL LSS LS LSS PP LSS PSS LS LSS LS LSS LSS LS LSS LS LSS LS LSS LLSLLLLL LS LLL LSS LSS LS LSS PP LSS PSS

THANK YOU NOTES

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to my Lovely Lane friends who helped me celebrate my 95th birthday with
loads of cards and calls. My love and God’s blessings to each of you. Marcie Baugh

THANK YOU so much for contributing 160 lbs. of food to the Linn Community Food Bank during the 4th
quarter of 2018. We could not operate our food bank without the generous support of donors like you.

THANK YOU for your gift received on 11/20/18 for $1,938 thru The Advance, the UMC'’s designated giv-
ing channel. 100% of your contribution will support UMCOR'’s U.S. disaster training and response.
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¢ Remembering with love: ¢ HAPPY ENDINGS

M Mtgge Tﬁg”’;m” """"""""" 2018 | Happy Endings, the book discussion group, will

M ONNA COLE..oooeveee 2015 s | meet on Monday, March 11th, at 10:00 AM in

PVVVPPIPIPIPIPIIIIVIIIIVIIIIIIIIIIPIIIIVIIIVIIOGY the ChUrCh Iibrary. The bOOk we WI” be diS-

Presence: Worship Attendance cussing is Where The Crawdads Sing by Delia

2/3 2110 2117 2/24 Owens. The book to read for April 8th is The
208 164 113 148 Gypsy Madonna by Santa Montefiare.

Jan. Financial Totals All are welcome to join us! Happy Reading!!
gash inflow—to.of Jan. . & 7.0 NEW SCOUTING OPPORTUNITY FOR GIRLS
Budget need/month $ 49’732 AT LOVELY LANE! The Boy Scouts of America
Ca SE outflow—mo. of Jan $ 41 '500 has rebranded to “Scouts BSA” and is now open to
Cash outflow—YTD v $ 41 '500 girls and boys. Troop 766G is open to girls in 5th-12th
Unpaid bills $ 7’ 551 grade not yet 18 yrs. old. Contact Julie Hupp (319-560-

! 7896; hupp2345@southslope.net) for more information.

CHILDREN & YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Sunday School: 9:15 & 10:30 curriculum for March will be Banquet with Simon; April will be Palm Sun-
day and Easter; and May will be Psalm 23, The Lord is my Shepherd.

Children’s activities: March 3rd - Lent materials will be distributed to youth & children. With Easter just
around the corner in April, we’ll be collecting wrapped candy (small enough to fit in an egg). The Easter Egg
Hunt is April 20th @ Lovely Lane, 10 AM to Noon. Preschl.-5th grade children are invited. Bring a basket!
April 4th—Children will lead a procession of palms and sing in the 9:15 & 10:30 services.

May 12th—Children will sing for Mother’s Day. May 19th is the last day for Sunday School.

Kid’s Club: All Preschl.-5th graders are invited to attend Kid’s Club! A family meal is at 5:30 PM with
Kid’s Club starting at 6 PM.

Contact Mrs. G (Barb) at christianedu@lovelylane.org or 393-6674 with questions about Sunday School;

contact Julie Meyer at juliem@]lovelylane.org or 393-6674 with questions on Kid’s Club.

Middle School Youth Group & Confirmation in March:

Wednesdays, by appointment, 6:00-7:15 pm: Homework Help; contact Jessica Schenk

March 6, 5:30-8:00 pm  Final Preparations for Youth Led Ash Wednesday Service & Pancake Supper

March 10, 9:45 am Confirmation Youth, Parents, and Mentors meet at the Church to travel to Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist Church for worship

March 13, 5:30-7:15 pm  Grades 6-7 will meet in the Youth Rm. for activities learning about the I AM
sayings of Jesus; 8th Grade Confirmation will meet for class in Fireside

March 20 Spring Break, No Youth Group or Confirmation

March 27, 5:30-7:15 pm  ALL Youth will meet in the Youth Rm. as we continue to explore the | AM
sayings of Jesus

March 29, 5:30-9:30 pm  Confirmation Retreat at the church, including supper

Save the Date! May 5th is Confirmation Sunday, 10:30 am Worship Service

High School Youth Group in March:

HOMEWORK Help for Youth: Sundays, 5:00-6:00 pm & Wednesday, 6:00-7:15 pm by appointment
March 3, 6:00-7:45 pm Pizza for supper (bring $2-3) & Games

March 7 (Th), 7:15-7:45 am Donuts and Devotions in the Fireside Room before school

March 10, 6:00-7:45 pm Pizza for supper (bring $2-3) & Conversation

March 17 Spring Break, No Youth Group

March 24 Spring Break, No Youth Group

March 31, 6:00-7:45 pm Pizza for supper (bring $2-3) & Conversation




Concerns & Celebrations

Our Ministry Teams at Work

Prayer concerns:

*Marci Wittles & family—death of her dad, Dan Randall
*Cheryl & Jack Murphy—death of her brother

*Jessica Schenk & family—death of her grandpa
*Stephanie French—death of her friend’s husband
*Amber Mulnik & family—her grandpa is in his last days
*Dorothy Speight—recovering from a broken ankle
*Judy McDowell—broke her ankle in a fall

*Cindy Linder—had a hospital procedure

*)o Dagit—has health concerns

*Pam Morris’s sister, Penne Koeppel—pancreatic cancer

*Pastor Jenny’s daughter, Callie Seylar—illness & car trouble

*Maggie Thomas’s mother, Kay Daly

*Regina Culbertson’s father—had a shoulder replacement

*)eff Linder’s father—recovering after a procedure

*Craig Brown’s cousin had a premature baby weighing 2 Ibs.
*Jan Culbertson’s friend John—recovering from heart attack

*Barb Waterhouse-Miller’s friend, Shirley

*Folks impacted by the past or any future govt. shutdowns

*Challenging winter weather

*Hiawatha’s small food pantry was vandalized

*Voting rights reestablished for previously incarcerated
Joys:

*Marge Morris is back @ home from the care center
*Dawn Nylin — healing well, after being hospitalized
*Jerry Weiland—home after being hospitalized

*|ke Schneider—home, doing better, after health scare

*Verlis & Nancy Miller—celebrating their 60th anniversary
*Jim & Myrna Loehrlein—celebrating their 50" anniversary

*Rainvilles—celebrated a great granddaughter’s birthday
*Melissa Davis’s sister is expecting

*Weilands’ son-in-law, Darwin—doing better, had blood clots
*Wonderful & well-attended Heart Healthy Brunch on 2/10

*Women at the Well—2/16 workshop & speaker on 2/17

*Commitment Sunday for our Capital Campaign is March 3"
*CR’s Upward Bound basketball tm.—making good choices
*U of | fund-raising dance marathon for children’s hospital

Lenten Study book for small groups in the church (incl. the
Adult Explo classes & Weds. Women of the Word) is The God
We Can Know by Rob Fuquay. Studies begin on March 10th.

“L1v1ng Last Supper” performances will be April 11th at
' Meth Wick and April 18th (Maundy Thursday) at the church.

More information is coming!!

. ENDOWMENTS

: *Completing history research

1 ¥*Breaking 3 funds into separate accounts for
Eeasier accounting

1 *Creating forms to provide efficient docu-

i mentation

i CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

E *Easter Egg Hunt—April 19th, 10 AM-Noon
i ¥*Lent materials for youth & children—3/3

E *Summer Camp registrations have begun

i HEALTH & WHOLENESS

! *Ronald McDonald—providing meal for

i NICU families on March 19th

E *Blood Drive—April 27th

-March 26th, Pastor Jenny will continue !

! tleading a group for those experiencing loss ;

i ; and/or grief called Growmg Through Grief i i

rand Loss. The group is meeting monthly at ! !
:5:30 pm in Fireside in order to share

-Wlth one another about our grief. Feel free :

'to attend as you are able. Each time the

i group gathers, Pastor Jenny will share tan-

' glble ways to address grief, AND the

i t group will have time for open sharing.

: Does grief permeate your days? Do many !
i days leave you feeling blue? Have you lost :

'+ Growing :
. Through -
+ Grief and | :
t Loss Group ;

' a significant loved one? Have there been

' other losses in your life that weigh you

i : down? Would it be helpful to gather with
s others who have experienced loss? If you
rwould like more information about the

; group, contact Pastor Jenny at the church.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
A Men’s Breakfast is set for Sat., March 16,
@ 8:00 AM. Jack Murphy and Jim Robinson
will be the speakers. All are welcome!




Worship Schedule

Sunday worship services:
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 AM

EMBODYING ... 3’5
DISCERNING. ...
DISCOVERING ...
THE WILL OF GOD

Find out more about us:

Website: www.lovelylane.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lovelylaneumc
Phone: 319-393-6674

Lovely Lane Staff

Lead Pastor.............coooiiiiinnn, Dr. Scott Meador
Associate Pastor............ccccccunnn Rev. Jenny Seylar
Office Manager..........cccoveeeeeiiciieeee e, Sue Moss
Director Children’s Weekday Min.....Carolyn Barnes
Youth Director..........cccoovviviiiiiinnnns Jenny Seylar
Kid’s Club Director................ccoevvenne. Julie Meyer
Christian Educator..............c.......... Barb Geissinger
Choir Director........covveeiiiiiiiiee K. Weiler
Choir Assistant/Accompanist..........
Organist.........coooiiiiiiiiii. Dennis Ramsey
Children's Choirs..............coooiiiiinie. Carla Jesse
Director of Handbells.................... Charlie Kucera
Nursery.........cooooeeene. Shelbie Wood, Tara Neveu,
Paige Gerjets, & Claire Van Erde-Wyk
Wedding Coordinator.............cc..ceoee. Becky Wood
Custodians.............. Rex, Rhonda & Jessica Heasty
Audio/Visual Coordinator...........c.cccecueeene Eric Wylie
Treasurer.......cooevveiiiiieceeee, Marcie Stumpf
Finance Secretary........................ Vicki Cangemi

Webmaster..........cocooiiiiiii Shelly Turner
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